Pre-Trip Russia Take Home Exam

The purpose of this exam is to be sure you have a basic understanding of some important aspects of Russia.  My advice is to look at the Encarta handout, talk with your parents or grandparents, and reference a general history book.  It is due May 1st.  The alphabet test will take place May 15th…so practice away.  Happy learning!
Questions 1, 3, 4, 8, 9, 12, 19 (worth 5 pts); # 2, 13, 17, 18, 20 (3 pts); # 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 14, 15, 16 (1 pt)
1. What forms of government has Russia had during the last 300 years? What was the philosophy of those government forms?  Name a leader(s) associated with each form of government?
2. What role has the space program played in US-Russia relations over the last 100 years?

3. What role did the Russians play in WWI and WWII? What do they call WWII
4. What are some of the major changes in Russia since the political change in 1990?  What was the political change called?

5. Which geographic region(s) are St. Petersburg, Moscow, Mari-El and Kamchatka located in?

6. What is the Volga River’s claim to fame?

7. What natural resource(s) is/are Russia a leader in?

8. What aspects of Russia took the brunt of the worst of the Soviet Period?

9. What aspects of Russia flourished under the Soviet period?

10. What is the capital of Mari El and Tartarstan Republics?

11. What are five large cities in Russia?

12. What role does religion play in Russian life (be sure to include pre-Soviet, Soviet, and post-Soviet)?
13. What are common recreation and leisure activities for Russians?

14. What is a dacha?

15. What is the currency?  What is the exchange rate with the US dollar?
16. How many time zones are in Russia?  Which country(s) are larger than Russia?
17. What did collectivization do to the peasant farming mindset?

18. What does Siberia mean to Russians and the rest of the world (now and during Soviet times)?

19. What did the Soviets want the rest of the world to think about Russia, how did they present that image?  Was that image true in Russia? (cover military, sports, arts) 
20. What drove Russia to push to expand to the south and west during the 17-1800s?
